THE  FOUR  GEORGES
collaborated with. Canning, when they were both boys at
Eton, in an earlier journalistic venture, the Microcosm,
and it is as a man of letters, particularly as the translator
of Aristophanes, that Frere is now remembered. Yet for
a time he was Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, and
was British representative to the Junta Central in the
early days of the Peninsular War: in the latter capacity
he got on very badly with Sir John Moore, and Napier
describes Frere as "a person of mere scholastic attain-
ment",1 of whom, of course, no British soldier could be
expected to entertain any high opinion. The policy of
the Anti-Jacobin was to implicate the whole Opposition
in the doctrines of its extremists, and in this it was re-
markably successful. Its appeal was primarily popular,
and the cartoons of Gillray were by no means its least
valuable asset. At the same time, the literary side of the
revolutionary movement was by no means neglected, and
Kotzebue, Schiller, and Goethe were hotly attacked for
the advanced views which they then held. Most of the
articles and poems were composite work, but Pitt occasion-
ally contributed an article on finance.
The best-known metrical contribution of Canning,
namely, The Friend of Humanity and the Knife-Grinder,
has already been quoted, but in The New Morality
occurred some verses that were destined to make Parlia-
mentary history:
Give me the avowed, the erect, the manly foe!
Bold I can meet, perhaps may turn, the blow;
But of all plagues, good Heaven, Thy wrath can send,
Save, save, O save me, from the candid friend!
Years afterwards Peel, who had betrayed Canning
during the last months of the latter's life, used this
1 History of tbe War in the Peninsula, Vol. I, p. 288.
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